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News & Updates

Appointments. We have been
experiencing a rise in missed
appointments. Not only does this
affect our daily collections, but it also
impacts patients in the 30 local
hospitals that we serve. If you are
unable to keep your scheduled
appointment, please provide 24 hours
notice so that we can work to fill the
open slot with another donor. Please
call us at (513) 451-0910 and we can
reschedule your donation.

Apheresis (platelet & plasma)
appointments must be made by
calling our Appointment Center at
(513) 451-0910. Our staff will be able
to verify your eligibility and schedule
your lifesaving donation at a time and
location convenient for you.

This change has been implemented to
make sure that the right donor is
scheduled for the right time and the
right donation platform. There were
too many ineligible donors making
appointments online and taking
valuable appointment slots from
eligible platelet donors, as well as no
shows. Our online scheduling system
is not sophisticated enough to address
deferrals and specific needs, but our
helpful staff is just a phone call away.
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Plasma Donors now have designated
plasma appointment times on our daily
schedule. This will allow us to better
meet the needs and time constraints
of donors while still collecting a
sufficient supply of plasma for patients
in local hospitals. This change will
also allow us to open up more slots for

platelet donors; which is a frequent
request.

2 for Tuesdays. Make a lifesaving
blood or platelet donation on Tuesday
and receive DOUBLE POINTS to
redeem in the Premier Donor Club
online store.

To schedule your next donation,
call (513) 451-0910
or visit www.hoxworth.org.
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The Need is Constant

“He would not be alive
today without the help
of blood, platelet and
bone marrow donors.”
-Bridget Dennis (mother of Ryan)

Ryan Dennis was born with a rare genetic condition that, in simple terms, left
him without an immune system. Severe Combined Immunodeficiency (SCID)
stopped Ryan’s body from creating T Cells, needed to fight any germs he
came in contact with.

At 3-weeks-old, he started receiving blood transfusions every other week in
order to provide him as much protection from viruses as possible. “We have
been living in isolation in order to keep him free from any ilinesses,” said
Bridget Dennis, Ryan’s mother. “The idea was to keep him as healthy as
possible until he could have a bone marrow transplant which would give him
a brand new, working immune system.”

“I wish | could find the words to truly convey how
thankful | am to every single person who has
helped save my son’s life through their donations.”

On January 21, 2015, an anonymous donor gave Ryan a fighting chance at
survival by donating bone marrow. Ryan was just 7-months-old at the time.
While he currently waits in isolation for his immune system to begin working,
which could take more than a year, Ryan receives blood and platelet
transfusions to keep him as healthy as possible.

“The majority of children with SCID do not live past their first year of life
because they usually get some sort of illness and their body has no defense
to fight it,” said Bridget. “Even the common cold could be deadly to a child with
SCID.”

Ryan’s condition, luckily, was discovered through his newborn screening and
his parents and doctors were able to closely monitor him early on.

“| wish that | could find words to truly convey how thankful | am to every single
person who has helped save my son's life through their donations,” Bridget
said. “Sometimes it is so overwhelming to me to think about the thousands of
kind, generous and unselfish people that have given a blood or platelet
donation for a complete stranger like my son. They are truly lifesavers and |
am forever grateful for them.”

Avoid long distance charges and
call us toll free at 800-830-1091.

Reward Yourself. The holidays are right around the corner and items from the
Premier Donor Club online store make great gifts and stocking stuffers.
Some favorites include:

Hoxworth Apparel, LaRosa’s, Cinemark Movie Theater,

AMC Movie Theater, Olive Garden, Gold Star Chili,
The Gap/Old Navy, and Montgomery Inn.
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Alive and Well Thanks to Donors

Roman at age 2

At just 18-months-old, Roman Fariello was diagnosed with Stage 4 Neuroblastoma. He fought hard through
six rounds of chemotherapy and one round of high dose chemotherapy that killed his bone marrow in preparation
for a stem cell transplant.

“After each round of chemo, Roman’s blood and platelet counts would plummet,” said Jody, Roman’s mom.
“He would need numerous blood and platelet transfusions to replenish his counts.”

When he was going through the process of a stem cell transplant, Roman needed even more blood and platelets
to help him rebound.

“Post transplant, Roman needed an abundant amount of platelets because he came down with a side effect from
transplant called Thrombotic Microangiopathy (TMA),” said Jody. He was receiving platelets every two days.

Roman, today at age 10

“If Roman did not get the blood and platelets that he needed through his entire protocol, he would not be where
he is today,” Jody said. “He is alive and breathing!” Jody says she would love to have met the donors who helped
save her son’s life.

“l cannot put into words and stress enough how grateful | am to hear his feet hit the floor each and every single
day and that is only because of the donors who gave him life.”

Roman is ten now. He is alive and well in large part because blood and platelet donors took the time out of their
day to give a part of themselves.

For those who choose not to donate because they are afraid of needles or because they think it's not important,

Jody disagrees. “One night while we were in his hospital room on the transplant unit at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital,
Roman got a severe nose bleed,” Jody said. “The problem was that he needed platelets.”

His platelet count plummeted as the night drew on. An order for platelets was called in.

“I would tell non-donors, you could have been the very one to help Roman'’s nose stop bleeding so severely,” Jody said.
“Seeing a child go through what Roman went through waiting for platelets was one of the scariest memories for me as

a cancer mom. Any child’s life is way more important than your fear of needles, than your lack of time, etc. | ask
honestly, what if it were your child that needed life?”

Call (513) 451-0910 to schedule your appointment and help save a life like Roman’s.



